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Please go to our website at www.moose50.org or our Facebook page for full schedule 
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The WOW Factor

 Check out your monthly Moose magazine and you will find our lodge, GR-Sparta as just one 
of three lodges to have their very own golf course. We do have the WOW factor!  If only the 
Moose Magazine could have interviewed us they would have found out that not only do we have 
our very own golf course, it is the only nine hole course in Kent county and one of the oldest.   
Another unique feature at our lodge  is a separate  room we are able to rent to our members for 
their own personal functions.

Should other Moose members plan on stop into our lodge? 
 Of course, especially if you love to golf, hang out at our tiki bar, throw a few shoes, maybe 
a game of pool or darts. We have many evening meals and try to always make visitors to our 
lodge feel welcome.

 What have you done to improve or enhance your lodge? 
  We have a Moose Make Over Team who has many events to raise funds and then works 
endlessly to update and improve our lodge. New furniture has been purchased, electrical has been 
updated, smoky ceiling tiles have been replaced all by volunteers.  We also found a lodge who 
needed more chairs and we donated our used chairs to them.       

 Do we have regular activities and events?  
  Six different golf leagues and a Sunday scramble, not to mention a horseshoe league, 
special golfing events and even a youth pool tournament, just to name a few  and winter brings 
even more leagues and other special events. 

Do we promote our lodge's unique characteristics? 
 We have a FaceBook page, a weekly e-mail  update blast which links to our monthly news-
letter which is also  mailed to members who do not use social media.   

What other unique groups do you have at your lodge?
   We have a very large MOB (Moose on Bikes) group who plan 3 different children's charity 
events  every year, they plan many runs and also host our kid's Easter party. We have a very 
active Moose Legion, that hosts a cornhole tournament, chili cookoff and donates to all of our kids 
parties.

So in closing, yes we do have the WOW factor and we ask you to tell your family and friends 
about your moose lodge and encourage them to join.

The Kitchen is now open for lunch Tuesday through Friday 11:00 until 3:00
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Building our Foundation

We are building a "tribute pathway" at our GR-Sparta Moose Lodge. This will be accomplished 
by using  personalized  bricks. Everyone  will be able to purchase bricks, and have  your name, 
memories or honors engraved. You may even choose a logo.  Personalized bricks  will also 
make great gifts.                                                             The proceeds 
will go into our building fund, with updating  the  main level bar and cooler system being one 
of the first projects. With your help, we will  continue to support Mooseheart and Moosehaven.  
        We would like to be able to dedicate the beginning 
of  this walkway on the 108th anniversary of our Moose  Lodge. Ideally we will be laying at 
least 50 bricks and we will be able to continue the walkway in years to come.  All forms should 
be returned to the Lodge or Sharon VanderVoord (616-887-8189) The font that is being used 
does include both upper and lower case letters, so please fill in your form exactly as you would 
like your brick to read.  
Thanks  again for your support of this project and we will all look forward to seeing how you 
will leave your mark at the lodge as we continue to Build our Foundation.

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser May 21st
Algoma Township Fire�ghters Association

The ATFA is raising funds in order to host a few di�erent summer events. Our �rst event will be 
to bring a company in to discuss stress awareness and suicide prevention for local �re �ghters 
and their families. Throughout the United States we have lost many �re �ghters due to heart 
attacks and suicide. The day to day operations of our job is extremely stressful and can take a toll 
on the families as well. This class will go over and discuss the various stages of stress and the 
e�ects that it has on the human body including physical, emotional, and mental. Coping with 
stress and suicide prevention will also be discussed. Once the funds are raised the class will be 
scheduled and posted to all of the local �re departments. The ATFA will also be putting on two 
separate �re prevention events this fall. These events will be a great opportunity for kids and 
adults to learn about �re prevention. 
This Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser will assist the ATFA in putting on these various events and 
more. Your attendance to this event will be much appreciated! It will be hosted at the Sparta 
Moose Lodge #50 on May 21st from 5:00pm until 8:00pm. 
The cost to attend is $8.00 for adults, $4.00 for kids ages 5-12, and free for kids 4 and under. We 
will be serving spaghetti, garlic bread, and a fresh salad. Hope to see you all there!
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Moose Make Over                                                                                                                    Moose Make Over Season III  
is drawing to a close, as summer approaches and we all head toward our own fun. If you have not been in 
the lodge in the last few weeks, please  stop in and look around!  Don't forget to step upstairs and see the 
changes  (The red bar and chairs have been replaced with a much more modern look)                                                                                    
We had a huge work week-end and THANKS  go out to all who stopped  in and were able to lend a hand.  It 
was quite the sight to see over 30 people all helping, many were "repeat o�enders"   but several were new 
to working on our team.  We hope to see everyone back for our next project!  We had painters, electricians, 
penny rollers, window washers and many general  laborers.  The ceiling tiles have  been replaced in half of 
the social quarters. The electric upgraded, the paneling has all been painted. We have a new 25 club plaque 
in the entryway. The moose license plates are on the back wall. The huge jug of pennies have been rolled ( 
21,600 of them) The clock has been moved again and again.                                                                                                                                                                                
It was amazing how fast it all went .It was not a surprise how our backs all ached.  We started early on 
Saturday morning and by Sunday evening our work was complete. We are so lucky to have so many 
talented individual members who are  willing to donate their time and energy toward helping their  lodge.                                                                                                                                         
  In closing, it was another very successful season, we again raised over ten thousand dollars with every-
one's help and support.  The money was put directly back into your lodge.  We hope you like the changes 
that you see in your lodge and know that there are many changes that you do not see, but that  make our 
lodge a safer place to be.

DON’T MISS THE KENTUCKY DERBY PARTY SATURDAY MAY 7TH
 STARTING AT 5:30PM. MUSIC BY THE GORDAN THAYER BAND!

Friday Night , Fun Night at the Moose
May 6th ,DJ  Shaun

May 13  ,Live music with Bill Alexander
May 20th,  DJ with CJ Hansen

You know it is spring when you see a Detroit Tiger Raffle at the lodge
drawing to be held on May 14 during the District Cornhole Tournament.

sign up at the lodge, along with a chicken dinner sponsored by the 
Moose Legion Tickets Now On Sale
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We can o�cially say it now, as I believe that the snow may be behind us for good this time. One 
sign of Spring is Easter. For any that did not attend, the Easter Egg Hunt/Party thrown by the MOB 
was great! There were kids ranging from newborns to fourteen that participated in the egg hunt. 
There was a new bike giveaway for one boy & one girl from each age group. They also held a ra�e 
to give away two additional bikes and many other prizes, including dollar coins inside plastic eggs. 
Thank you MOB!

As I have mentioned several times, we are still looking for any Women of the Moose (in good 
standing) who are interested in participating on our Board or who may want to take a role of a 
Chairperson. If you are interested, please contact a current Board member or join us at our next 
meeting! Our meetings are held the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of the month on the lower level at 7 
pm. 

As my time as Senior Regent winds down, I look back on this past year. I had lofty ideals of what 
could be accomplished while I was in this position. As the year went on, I realized how much addi-
tional help is needed from ALL of our members. As in every organization, everyone matters. We 
should all have a voice and should all have an understanding of what the Moose organization is 
and why we are members. 
I would like to thank the Men’s Board for a pleasant year of collaboration. With the di�erent organi-
zations within the Lodge (MOB, Men, Women, Moose Makeover, Legion, etc), it was refreshing to 
see ALL of us working together with common goals in mind. 

Thank you for listening to me go on each month, 
 Stacy Vasher

Here we are into April already and still snow on the ground. At least we were blessed with a beauti-
ful day for the kid's annual Easter Party. We had about 90 kids for the party. Congratulations to the 
nine kids that were lucky enough to win a new bike!  Thanks to all who helped stu� over 1,000 
eggs and helped with the party, hope all the kids had a great time.

Next months MOB meeting will be changed to the �rst sunday of May due to Mothers Day, it will 
be held May 1, also changing meeting time to 11:00 am (which will remain in e�ect the rest of the 
summer, so we can ride afterwards.) Also starting a dinner ride after the monthly MOB meeting. We 
will have our meeting, then take a ride for dinner afterwards-so attend a meeting and enjoy a 
dinner ride.

We also want to thank the Makeover Commitee and all the voluenteers who helped with the celing 
tiles and painting of the Social Quarters, it looks fanastic! When the weather gets nice, get ready to 
ride!

Be Safe:

MOB Pres
PAT MORGAN
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Dear Members,
This is my second article about the year in review 2015. 
More Feb. activities Sunday SuperBowl party was a big 
success and also the Iron Diva. Enjoy live band the �rst 
Friday and DJ the remaining Fridays. Also free pool on 
Sundays nights through April. Don’t forget MOB 
breakfast the 2nd Sunday each month. Big Thanks to 
the MOB for donated 
$ 1500.00 towards the Burn Camp. March The Black and 
Blue Ball was another successful bene�t.
Election Time again for LOOM & WOTM. St. Patrick day 
party and WOTM Third Annual Stache’Bash Progressive 
Euchre Tournament. Mid Year Meeting and welcome 
new Echo Editor Sherry Hanson. April  Welcome new 
Administrator Dave Feder. Easter Party was lots of kids 
and fun thank MOB. Leah Runti Green Cap Day.  Camp 
Lake Annual Association meeting. Enjoy music on 
Friday nights after Fish & Chicken dinners. Also a big 
Thanks goes out to all the Fish fry Crews. 
The Moose Makeover Committee has done a good job 
and the Lodge looks great. May brings new o�cers in 
the Lodge. I would like to Thank our Governor Jim & Sr. 
Regent Nancy and their O�cers for another successful 
year 2015. On May 2,nd the Supreme Governor Danny 
Albert and his entourage visited our Lodge. June 1st 
Annual Moose Golf Outing was a huge success because 
of Pam Hanson & Hal VanderVoord and all the Volun-
teers. MOB dinner rides again and the Amble run. Golf 
Leagues start Mon-Thur. Scramble Friday & Sundays. 
District 10 meeting at Fremont Lodge 1 P.M. support 
you Lodge and go to the meeting. July When we go on 
vacation it always enjoyable to stop at Moose Lodges. 
Hal wrote a nice article about twenty Lodges in 10 days. 
My next article will be July 2016.
          Your Historian   



Are you interested in 
advertising on the Echo? 

$100.00 for a business 
card ad, $150.00 for a 

double business card,   ½ 
page $250.00, Full page 
$375.00. Prices are per 

year. Contact Dave
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Hal Vandervoord        Governor
Eric Hansen             Jr. Governor
Jim Wahlfield             Jr. Past Governor
Mark Peterson 3 yr. Trustee
Tom Grypma  2 yr Trustee
Roger Blackall 1 yr Trustee
Craig Bilski            Treasurer 
Chris Kutzli      Prelate
Dave Feder               Administrator

           WOTM OFFICERS
Stacy Vasher       Senior Regent
Cindy Mapes               Jr Regent
Pam Anderson              Sec/Tres 
Leah Ruuti                    Recorder 
Nancy Heiss       Jr. Grad Regent
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